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Branson supplies the Virgin brand name while a London-based life sciences venture capital 
firm, Merlin Biosciences, supplied the bulk of the $20 million in financing. Profits are split 
equally, but Branson has pledged that Virgin's share will be donated to support research in 
umbilical cord blood stem cells. 

Split public/private storage: parents must agree to donate 80 percent of the cells to the public 
bank, which will dispensed for free to other children. 

Build a team based on both scientific and administrative expertise 
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